
 

 

 

 



Overview  
Dog waste in parks ï chronic and contentious issue 

·CTV News interview ï Tyler Calver with tri-cities re: dog waste in parks 

·Pilot project ï installed 3 dog waste units in Waterloo parks with a 1-

year agreement between City of Waterloo & Sutera  

·The verdict iséé 

Garbage / household waste dumped in parks ï chronic and costly battle 

·What weôve tried ï what we want to try 

·Survey results 

·Wrap up ï Q & A 
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CTV news Interview ð June 2016  
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Dog waste units  
One year agreement between City of Waterloo & Sutera 

 

Major risks: Sutera goes back to the drawing board if product fails 

Å Methane builds up and unit explodes, or it catches fire from a tossed cigarette  

Å Strong odours, not user friendly 

Å No market for the waste and waste no longer being diverted  

Å Frozen in the winter and not useable 

Å Leaches into the ground 

 

Minor risks: Sutera makes adjustments for the following 

Å Water drained inside the basin 

Å Garbage inside means the opening is too big 

Å If the unit is filthy on the outside, or chute is clogged then opening is too small  

Å Strong odours, not user friendly  

Challenge is knowing when the unit is full ?ï base it on usage over timeï Sensor 
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Criteria for chosen locations  
·Size of park and multi-functional  park i.e. sports field, dog walking area 

around a swm pond, school located adjacent park (St. Moritz Park)  

·Well known dog community (Lakeshore Optimist Park) 

·Leash-free park (Bechtel Park) 

· Locations are evenly distributed across the city  

·Connecting parks and open spaces 

·Accessibility for servicing = mainly at park entrances or trail heads 
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Toured a local plant to 

ensure technology was 

as promised 

Diversion from landfill: 

Waterlooôs doggy doo  is either  

transported to a bio digester in 

Waterloo Region and converted to 

nitrogen fertilizer or electricity and sold 

back to the grid 

OR  

Niagara Region for incineration and 

converted into energy lumped in with 

other organics ï EASR license 

required for handling and transport 
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Bechtel Park ð first install May 2017  
 Digging Crew ɬ Ɂ3ÏÌàɯËÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÌÝÌÙàËÈàɯɁɯ- Proud project manager ɬ 1st time 
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 Weekly Inspections & Findings  
Å Inside temp ranged from 1/2 of outside temp or 

equal to atmosphere 

·   Odour is minimal but released in minor wafts  

Å No graffiti / vandalism / clean outside 

Å Contentïdog waste/plastic bags 99 % 

Å Lakeshore Optimist Parkï strong constant odour 

Theory ï cat waste? professor from U of BC 
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Preliminary ROI for Dog waste unit  
Purchase/Install cost of 1 SUTERA unit (based on 10yr. lifespan):  

Å$4500.00 / 10 yrs. = $450.00 per yr. in asset depreciation costs 

Annual Service/Maintenance costs of 1 SUTERA unit (based on 6 services): 

Å$155.00 cost per service/maintenance x 6 annual services 

Å$930.00 service/maintenance per yr. 

Å$1380.00 ($450 annual asset depreciation costs+$930 annual service/maintenance costs) 

Tracked parks garbage pickup for one week this winter ï many variables 

ÅCity maintained 45 gallon drum  = $40 cost per service (early figures - not verified yet) 

Required number of 45 gallon drum services needed 

ÅAverage weight collected per SUTERA unit = 2,092kg 

Å2,092kg / 22.7kg (max weight/drum) = 92 drum services 

Total Annual cost of 45 gallon drums (based on 22.7kg/drum) 

Å$3,680 ($40 cost/drum x 92 services) 
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Environmental benefits - ROI 
Environmental benefits contribute significantly to the ROI:  

Å Diversion from landfill 

Å Trace odour only ï much appreciated by residents who live in 

close proximity to park  

Å Saves workers from lifting heavy, smelly garbage cans 

Å Clean technology enhances park visits  

Å Citizens rave about them and ask for one for their park 
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Happy facts for 2018  
 

3 units + ( 4 installed in the  fall of 2018) = 7 units 

Å10.09 metric tonnes of waste diverted from the landfill 

Å1.19 tons of CO2 removed from atmosphere 

Å23.75 homes powered for a year 

Å0.67 acres fertilized 

Å1.12 cars off the road for a year 

Å445 times that an employee did not have to lift 50lbs / 22.7kg worth of 

waste from a 45 gallon drum 
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Å Waterloo will install 3-5 units per year as long as the waste is being diverted 

Å What will  you do? 

Å Popularity -multiple interviews local, province-wide, national and international 

Å Citizens can appeal to condo boards, developers, municipalities 

Å I still think the unit needs a name 



6ÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÛÙÐÌË 

What we want to try  

How to motivate citizens to be responsible for their own waste  

 



Household waste dumped  in parks  

Becoming the norm in many neighbourhoods  14 


